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(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To diagnose failure in a hydraulic 
variable valve timing mechanism accurately from when valve timing 
is changed at the first time after starting and so that a diagnostic 
chance can be ensured. 

SOLUTION: Whether time of an advance timing command is the first 
or not after starting is discriminated (S1), when the time of the 
advance timing command is the first after starting, a diagnosis is 
inhibited (S2 to S4) only for a delay time anticipating a response 
delay required for charging of an oil coming-off amount from an oil 
pressure chamber during stopping of an engine. After the delay time 
elapsed, an actual value of valve timing and a target value are 
compared with each other, in the case of providing a deviation 
prescribed or more between both the values, a failure in a variable 
valve timing mechanism is decided (S5). 
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